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A Note from the Chair – Jim LaMoreaux 
 

Hopefully most of you have received your shots and/or are also 
considering getting the booster shot. These continuing turbulent times are 
difficult for all of us, and the US National Chapter and its Board of 
Directors hope that everyone and their families, friends and colleagues are 
staying safe and healthy.    
 
Conferences are still being cancelled, rescheduled, or going to a virtual 
format. So far though the Geological Society of America (GSA) 

Conference in Portland, Oregon October 10 -14 is still looking like it will take place in person. 
Please plan to join us for our business and board meeting on October 10, 2021 from 5:15 to 
6:45pm (PST) in Room Deschutes C at the Hyatt Regency Portland Convention Center. Our 
meeting is open to all members and we encourage you to attend and join us for dinner 
afterwards.  New USNC officers and Directors will be installed at this meeting so it will be an 
excellent chance to meet them and volunteer to take an active role in their administration. I know 
they will appreciate it as I have all the members who have worked with me. To that end I would 
like to thank all of you who have worked diligently to make our chapter run smoothly during my 
tenure.  
 
The USNC’s International Service Award will be presented to Dr. Richard Parizek at the 
Hydrogeology Division function during the conference.  Congratulations to Dick for his 
contributions to the field and particularly for those in the international arena.  Please thank Andy 
Manning for his time and effort in coordinating this and Lenny Konikow for his diligent work in 
writing up the nomination.    
 
With the continuing difficulty of communicating during these times it is even more important to 
have a means to network with one another. Fortunately, we have our newsletter, website (iah-
usa.org) and social media to stay connected. Gary Robbins did a yeoman’s job as Newsletter 
Editor, and we want to thank him for doing so. Mark Higgins, who was Gary’s Ph.D. student, 
has volunteered to take over this job and with Gary’s guidance I’m sure will serve us well.  
Please give them a shoutout and also one to Vicki and to Rory who manage our website and 
ECHN Facebook page respectively.  
 
The IAH Congresses in Belgium and Brazil were convened in their respective locations.   
Although they were hybrid conferences, much excellent networking and sharing of research took 
place.  IAH President David Kreamer has an article about them in this newsletter to bring you up 
to date.   
 
Some additional exciting news is that the USNC funded for the first time travel funds for a 
student to attend the IAH Congress in Belgium. Jeeban Panthi, a Ph.D. student at the University 
of Rhode Island was awarded $2,000 to attend. See the article in the newsletter to learn more 
about his experience. Start planning now to apply for funding to attend next year’s congress.    

https://haleyaldrich-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mhiggins_haleyaldrich_com/Documents/Documents/Professional%20Societies/IAH/Newsletters/Fallo2021/iah-usa.org
https://haleyaldrich-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mhiggins_haleyaldrich_com/Documents/Documents/Professional%20Societies/IAH/Newsletters/Fallo2021/iah-usa.org
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With regards to involvement, we particularly encourage young professionals to become more 
active.  To this end we are also trying to expand their ranks.  Andy O’Reilly with the help of 
Jenny Pittman will soon be updating a list of qualified graduate student candidates to receive 
one-year memberships in the USNC for 2022.  Several of those who received scholarships in 
2021 will be graduating in the near future and will be excellent candidates for jobs with your 
consulting companies, universities, or industries.  
 
They represent future leaders of our organization and are automatically eligible to participate in 
the Early Career Hydrogeologists Network (ECHN). Please keep them in mind as you look to 
hire new employees. The ECHN will be hosting a reception at GSA which would be a good time 
to come and get acquainted with these young professionals to see if they might fulfill your 
qualifications for new hires in your organization.   
 
President Rory Cowie will be meeting with new and potential members at GSA to plan for the 
future. Please let Rory know if you are interested in taking a leadership role or participating on 
various committees. Look for the details on these and other activities on their Facebook page 
(ECHN USA IAH), or their website (echn-usa-iah.org). Rory regularly posts job openings on the 
website so stay tuned for future opportunities.  
  
Tim Parker serves as the USNC liaison with the American Geosciences Institute (AGI). The IAH 
USNC is an Associated Society of AGI and, as such, our members are eligible for discounts at 
AGI-sponsored functions and on AGI products.  Please take advantage of this benefit. Earth 
Science Week is coming up and AGI has put together an incredible Earth Science Kit. PE 
LaMoreaux & Associates, Inc. (www.pela.com) provides kits to its Adopt A School Partner 
Rock Quarry Elementary and the USNC has additional kits available to distribute to schools and 
educational institutions. Another benefit IAH has added recently is a reduced subscription price 
for the journal “Sustainable Water Resources Management”, published by Springer 
(www.springer.com/40899). A 20% discount is now being offered to members. Jim LaMoreaux 
and Cliff Voss are Editor and Associate Editor, respectively. 
  
Continuing to expand our contacts in the Americas we are reaching out to Grant Ferguson, IAH 
Vice President for North America, Diana Allen, President of the IAH Canadian National 
Chapter, Carmen Julia Navarro, President of the IAH Mexican National Chapter, and Carlos 
Molana, IAH Vice President for  Latin America and the Caribbean. The IAH Canadian Chapter 
sponsored GeoNiagara on September 26-29, 2021 in Niagara Falls. The USNC worked with the 
Canadian Chapter to help publicize the conference and to help expand contacts between our two 
IAH chapters.  Combined activities like these have the goal of possibly organizing an IAH 
Congress in the Americas in the future. If you are interested in or have contacts that would help 
further develop this outreach so that we could organize an IAH Congress in the Americas, please 
let us know.   
 
As you can tell from this “Note from the Chair,” many people are involved in keeping your 
national chapter running efficiently. I would like to thank all those mentioned above and many 
others for their efforts on the USNC’s behalf.  Let’s keep working hard to make the transition 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=ECHN%20USA%20IAH&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fechn-usa-iah.org%2f&c=E,1,SAe0YdkeI-lEEjaput_qS1vaJr6vobB8nIA-3My34_9KC0EeG6HHs4eFQFTAMGsPXRDvlO78n7U8WGqr2r3wfJyS4w93U10iQMzH4OACOc1ChHzlouDyY7s,&typo=1
http://www.pela.com/
http://www.springer.com/40899
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from one administration to the other smooth and successful. Visit the USNC website at iah-
usa.org to see how you can become more active. Please share this newsletter with your friends 
and colleagues and encourage them to become members and thank Mark Higgins for serving as 
our editor. 
  
Stay safe and healthy, 
 
Jim   

 
PASSING THE EDITORIAL TORCH 

A Note from the Outgoing Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 
 

It has been a great pleasure of mine to have been the editor of the Newsletter.  I must admit 
Lenny is a difficult act to follow.  Nonetheless, during my tenure I strived to make you all aware 
of each other’s accomplishments, of relevant news and to introduce you to our up-and-coming 
young members.  Even though I was the Editor, many of you contributed for which I am very 
grateful.  I pass the torch to Mark who I have worked with closely for many years.  I suspect 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fiah-usa.org&c=E,1,hfYdQyQz6k9zfnlAAo32hkaPTYwl_8l_tezaX6-vUyxxH-6nGFhoFnArrR5-ZgT5qEYCGEIUjwemZ_kmB0Nxqsa63M3iKykF_Fy3ccwmE6prAyg4m5jrfw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fiah-usa.org&c=E,1,hfYdQyQz6k9zfnlAAo32hkaPTYwl_8l_tezaX6-vUyxxH-6nGFhoFnArrR5-ZgT5qEYCGEIUjwemZ_kmB0Nxqsa63M3iKykF_Fy3ccwmE6prAyg4m5jrfw,,&typo=1
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under his leadership the Newsletter will reach new heights.  But like me, he will need help.  Send 
articles, references to meetings, pictures, descriptions of what you are working on, and anything 
else you might think our chapter members might be interested in.  We are a very diverse group 
working all over the world on so many different challenges—so many interesting projects and so 
much to learn from each other.  Our newsletter can be a good vehicle for networking.  Now I am 
continuing to teach and do research for the near future.   But I have a new hobby—helping to 
refurbish and sail the reconstruction of the 128-foot Amistad top sail schooner (see cover photo). 
 
Gary 
 

Wanted Articles About You 
 

With Mark Higgins as the incoming editor of the newsletter, he will certainly be needing your 
help.  Our newsletter is all about informing you of what the organization is doing and providing 
you with other news in our field that you may find useful.  Of course all that is interesting, but it 
is also an opportunity to get to know each other, to network and to further bond in our mutual 
love of this field. So we am asking you to help with the next newsletter.  Send a picture of you 
working with a brief description (name, company, where the picture was taken and what does the 
picture show you doing).  Send a brief article about some interesting place you are working or 
visited related to hydrogeology.  Have some interesting groundwater related picture or story? 
Send that with a description of who took the picture and where. How about a brief article about 
you for our Members News Section (see below)?  Send material to mhiggins@haleyaldrich.com . 
 

 
IAH International News 

 
Note from Dave Kreamer, President of IAH 

 
 

I hope this note finds everyone in good health, being 
productive and in good spirits. It is a special time for the 
International Association of Hydrogeologists. We have just 
completed interim elections for two Council positions and 
completed two Congresses, in Brazil in August and Brussels 
in September. The Brazil Congress was a remote Congress on 
the internet, and the Belgian was a terrific, well-attended, in-
person meeting.  Covid protocols of complete audience 
vaccination, coupled with mandatory testing for negative 
Covid at the door, and air purifiers made the Congress a safe 
one. With two IAH Congresses this year, the Brazilians and 
the Belgians teamed up on a joint Sao Paulo – Brussels 
Groundwater Declaration that has signatories from all over 

the world. Signatories will include dignitaries, environmental organizations, and will be open to 

mailto:mhiggins@haleyaldrich.com
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endorsement from any individual or groundwater professional. Please sign!! This can be found 
at:  https://iah.org/news/make-a-difference-in-groundwater . Organizers for our upcoming 
Congresses in China for 2022, South Africa for 2023, and Switzerland for 2024 are putting 
together plans for other great events in beautiful venues. The IAH website will soon have 
keynote presentations for the past two Congresses, and very appealing videos for upcoming 
Congresses. 
 
The United Nations’ World Water Day in March 2022 will have groundwater as its theme for the 
very first time. IAH is working closely with the United Nations to make the importance of 
groundwater more visible and has planned several activities associated with its recognition 
throughout 2022. Unfortunately, I cannot, in this small space, list all the activities of IAH 
members and groups.  
 
All told, IAH continues to be one of the most active associations in the world. For over 65 years, 
dedicated staff members and thousands of volunteers have improved global conditions through 
education, research, and philanthropic efforts. I would like to express my deepest gratitude for 
everyone in IAH who help make the world a better place. Thanks. 
 
Dave Kreamer 
 
 
A Letter from Grant Ferguson, Vice President, North America 

 
We have just finished two interesting congresses in Brazil and Belgium. Like many of you, I was 
unable to attend these events in person due to travel restrictions and the uncertainty of life in the 
pandemic. While it was good to see old friends and meet some new ones at the council meeting, 
attending virtually is not the same and it made me realize how much I have enjoyed the IAH 
Congresses I have attended over the years. These are wonderful events that have allowed me to 
connect with hydrogeologists from around the world and have helped me grow during my career. 
I am hopeful that things will improve and it will be easier for us to meet at the 2022 Congress, 
which is to be held in China. 
 
The issue of equity and diversity was brought up by a few members prior to the recent meeting 
of IAH Council. This was spurred by the lack of diversity in our recent by-election, where all 
candidates were men. This was flagged as an issue in the discussions I participated in when the 
Early Career Hydrogeologists Network was formed in 2009, where one young IAH member 
quipped that they didn't feel comfortable within the IAH because it was dominated by "old white 
dudes". I like to think that we have made some progress over the past decade but there is more 
work to be done. The IAH should be somewhere where everyone is welcome. I believe that we 
all benefit when there are diverse voices involved in leadership and we need to do a better job of 
ensuring that we encourage those who are underrepresented to get involved and make space for 
them in leadership positions.  
 
One area where we have made some strides to be more inclusive is the inclusion of virtual 
components in IAH events. While the pandemic has created challenges, the addition of virtual 
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components to the congresses in Brazil and Belgium and upcoming North American events with 
the Geological Society of America in Portland and with the Canadian Geotechnical Society in 
Niagara Falls is a step forward. I hope that we continue to hold virtual events and have virtual 
components at in person meetings. Travelling is not always an option due to cost and various 
obligations at home and work that we all face and this also has the benefit of reducing carbon 
emissions. Perhaps more importantly, virtual events give us a chance to meet more often. 
Historically, many of our members only really engaged with IAH activities at conferences once 
or twice per year. New initiatives like the Canadian National Chapter's webinar series gives us 
the opportunity to connect with each other on a more regular basis.  
 
Finally, it is election year for both the US and Canadian national chapters with elections coming 
up for the USNC at the Geological Society of America meeting in Portland and the CNC at 
GeoNiagara. I would encourage everyone to vote and to consider volunteering to get more 
involved with IAH. I would also like to thank everyone who has served on the national chapter 
boards for their hard work over the years. 
 
Grant Ferguson 
Vice President, North America 
 
 
 
Pictures from the 2021 IAH International Congress in Brussels, Belgium 
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Photos Contributed by Dave Kreamer 
 

Groundwater News and Information 
 

USNC Biannual Meeting to be held at 2021 GSA National Meeting 
 
The USNC will hold its biannual meeting at the National GSA Meeting in Portland, OR on 
Sunday October 10 from 5:15 to 6:45 pm PST. This is open to all members, and we ask you to 
join us in Room Deschutes C at the Hyatt Regency Portland Convention Center. Dinner 
afterwards.  New USNC officers and Directors will be installed at this meeting so it will be an 
excellent chance to meet them and volunteer to take an active role in their administration. 
 
For a short bio and a picture of each candidate, see the 2021 USNC Nominees section on page 
14. 
 
Contributed by Jim LaMoreaux 
 
NGWA Virtual Conference on Advances in Groundwater Data Management 
and Conceptual Site Models 
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This National Groundwater Association (NGWA) virtual conference will include Dr. Jessica 
Meyer as the keynote speaker and a full schedule of interesting talks relating to the state of the 
industry, challenges, and advances in Environmental Data Management Practices and 
Conceptual Site Models. Additionally, live, interactive expert panels are scheduled for each day 
that will involve discussion topics of interest to groundwater professionals from all sectors. 
 
For more information visit: https://pheedloop.com/21OCT5043/site/home/  
 
Contributed by Mark Higgins 
 
IGRAC: National Groundwater Monitoring Programs 

 
 
                        
 

 
The International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre 
(IGRAC) recently released a report on national groundwater 
monitoring programs around the world, entitled “Groundwater 
monitoring programmes: A global overview of quantitative 
groundwater monitoring networks.” They state that the “document 
provides an overview of quantitative groundwater monitoring 
networks at national scale. It is prepared to encourage sharing of 
monitoring experience, assist in improvement of monitoring and 
data processing, and increase awareness of a general lack of groundwater monitoring.” More 
information and a link to a free download of the report is available at: 
https://www.un-igrac.org/resource/national-groundwater-monitoring-programmes-global-
overview-quantitative-groundwater 

Contributed by Lenny Konikow.  

UNESCO: Conjunctive Water Management 
 

                     
UNESCO recently released a book on 
conjunctive water management by Jac van 
der Gun, “Conjunctive water management: 
a powerful contribution to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals.” Their definition states, “Conjunctive 
Water Management is an approach to water resources management in 
which surface water, groundwater and other components of the water 
cycle are considered as one single resource, and therefore are managed in 
closest possible coordination, in order to maximize overall benefits from 
water at the short and at the long term.” More information and a link to a 

https://pheedloop.com/21OCT5043/site/home/
https://www.un-igrac.org/resource/national-groundwater-monitoring-programmes-global-overview-quantitative-groundwater
https://www.un-igrac.org/resource/national-groundwater-monitoring-programmes-global-overview-quantitative-groundwater
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free download of the book is available at: 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000375026.locale=en 

Contributed by Lenny Konikow.  

CASE SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY POLICY FELLOWSHIP 
 
The Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering (CASE) has announced a Fellowship on 
Building Decarbonization for the Bureau of Energy and Technology Policy, Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
 
CASE is accepting applications for a Two-Year Fellowship at the Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection in Hartford, Connecticut, to begin between November 
2021 and December 2021. 
 
Eligible candidates must have a Ph.D. or equivalent terminal degree — or for engineers, a 
masters in engineering with three years of professional experience — in an environmental and/or 
energy science-related discipline with a focus on building electrification and/or climate 
solutions; knowledge of net-zero strategies for building decarbonization; experience working 
collaboratively with diverse stakeholders from the public and private sectors. 
 
PhD or equivalent terminal degree candidates will be considered if completion of their degree is 
imminent.  
 
CASE seeks to identify a diverse pool of candidates, including broad representation from 
individuals at different career stages, gender, age, race/ethnicity, physical ability, geographic 
location, and institutional affiliation. 
 
The deadline for applications is Friday, November 19, 2021*, by 5:00 pm EST. See weblink for 
full announcement and application documents here https://ctcase.org/activities/fellowship/. 
Submit your application via email to Terri Clark, CASE Executive Director, tclark@ctcase.org. 
Incomplete or applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 
 
Contributed by Mark Higgins 

 
Member News and Notes 

 
Vicki Kretsinger Grabert, Recipient of Theis Award from AIH 
 
Please join us in congratulating Vicki, our own IAH-USNC Secretary, for being the recipient of 
the AIH 2021 Charles V. Theis Award for Contributions to Groundwater.  
 
For full award announcement please visit https://www.aihydrology.org/aih-award-winners/  
 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000375026.locale=en
https://ctcase.org/activities/fellowship/
mailto:tclark@ctcase.org
https://www.aihydrology.org/aih-award-winners/
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“Vicki has more than 30 years of experience in regional groundwater resource management and 
groundwater quality assessments. Additionally, she has played key leadership roles in promoting 
technical collaboration, education, and training of groundwater hydrologists, and in development 
and implementation of legislation and key polices, regulations, and management strategies for 
sustainable groundwater resources management. Her technical contributions and achievements 
during her career supported improved groundwater resources management across California for 
agriculture, industrial, and municipal beneficial uses.” 
 
“The American Institute of Hydrology (AIH) recognizes the following individuals for their 
outstanding accomplishments in the fields of groundwater, surface water, and water quality: 
 

o Dr. Phil Bedient (Rice University) – Ray K. Linsley Award for Contributions to Surface 
Water 

o Dr. Ying Ouyang, PH (U.S. Forest Service) – Robert G. Wetzel Award for Water Quality 
 
These awards are named after prominent scientists and engineers, who have made numerous 
lasting contributions to the hydrologic sciences. Join us in congratulating Vicki Kretsinger 
Grabert, PH, Dr. Phil Bedient, and Dr. Ying Ouyang, PH!” 
 
Contributed by Jack Sharp 
 
Dr. Richard R. Parizek, Recipient of IAH-USNC International Service Award 
 

Dr. Richard R. Parizek, Professor 
Emeritus at Pennsylvania State 
University, has been selected to 
receive the 2021 International 
Association of Hydrogeologists U.S. 
National Chapter’s International 
Service Award. The Award 
recognizes the efforts of 
hydrogeologists based in the United 
States who have shown an 
outstanding commitment to assisting 
the international community with 
groundwater-related needs. 
 
Dr. Parizek is receiving the 
International Service Award 
primarily in recognition of his major 

contribution to understanding the cause of and developing viable solutions for groundwater-
related damage to antiquities in Egypt. He served as a Principal Investigator for multiple studies 
focused on this challenge over a period of 20 years, working closely with a cross-disciplinary 
team of experts from Penn State as well as local collaborators from the Egypt Geological Survey 
and Mining Authority. Findings from these studies have significantly aided efforts to preserve 

Dr. Parizek examining water damage to an antiquities wall 
in Egypt--the work that is the primary basis for his award. 
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numerous archeological sites along the 
Egyptian Nile, including Hieronkopolis 
Temple-Town, Ancient Mudbrick Fort 
World Heritage Site near Edfu, Aswan 
Unfinished Obelisk Quarry, Valley of Kings, 
Osirian and Seti I Temple, Abydos. This 
award also recognizes Dr. Parizek’s many 
other international contributions, including: 
in the Republic of Georgia, performing 
environmental surveys mapping out pre-
existing environmental conditions from 
former Soviet oil and gas well fields; in 
Ukraine, serving on a U.S. AID sponsored 
team investigating the Chernobyl power 
plant disaster; in Turkey, serving on a United 
Nations Development Project; in Jamaica, 
investigating water pollution and karst 
issues; and in Yugoslavia and breakup 
Republics, studying karst-controlled flow 
patterns. Through his career, he has performed exceptional work in assisting those outside the 
U.S. with understanding, managing, and protecting groundwater resources for public and/or 
ecosystem benefit, as well as protecting historical resources from damages caused by rising 
groundwater. Dr. Parizek was nominated by Dr. Leonard Konikow, Emeritus Scientist for the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 
 
The Award will be presented to Dr. Parizek during the Hydrogeology Division Luncheon and 
Awards Ceremony at the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Portland, Oregon on 
Tuesday, October 12th. We hope you can join us for the presentation. 
 
Congratulations Dr. Parizek! 
 
Contributed by Andy Manning 
 
Jeeban Panthi, USNC Student Travel Awardee, Presents at IAH-Beligum 

The IAH-USNC student travel committee selected Mr. Jeeban Panthi 
for the inaugural Student Travel Award to present his research at the 
IAH Annual Congress in Belgium. Mr. Jeeban Panthi is a doctoral 
candidate in the Geosciences Department at the University of Rhode 
Island under the supervision of Dr. T. Boving. Mr. Panthi successfully 
presented his research on the extent of saltwater intrusion into coastal 
aquifers and propagation of the saltwater/freshwater interface as a 
function of seasonal change in the hydrologic controls. Congratulations 
again to Mr. Panthi!   
 
Contributed by Adam Milewski 

Dick and his wife Estelle at a reception at the 
2004 GSA Annual Meeting. Estelle almost always 
accompanies him on his trips for field work and 
when attending scientific conferences to provide 
support. 
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Dr. Bridget Scanlon Presented Mills Lectureship at University of Alabama 
 

The Helen Crow Mills and John 
Carroll Mills Endowed Lectureship of 
UA proudly selected Dr. Scanlon to 
present this year’s lecture. Her lecture, 
entitled “Global Water Scarcity”, was 
attended by Jim LaMoreaux. Dr 
Scanlon. is the Senior Research 
Scientist of the Sustainable Water 
Resource Program at the University of 
Texas at Austin and adjunct graduate 
faculty in the School of Natural 
Sciences at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. Scanlon graduated 
in Geology with an MS from the 
University of Alabama in 1983.   
 

Contributed by Jim LaMoreaux 
 
Meet the USNC 2021 Officer/Board Nominees 
 
Tim Parker, Candidate for Chairman 

Tim is Principal Hydrogeologist, Parker Groundwater and 
contract Groundwater Sustainability Expert, Ramboll, in 
Sacramento California, specializing in airborne electromagnetic 
(AEM) surveys, integrated water resources and groundwater 
management, and serving public and private sector water industry 
clients. His current work largely focuses on assisting clients in 
meeting the new California Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act requirements and conducting statewide AEM surveys of groundwater basins 
for California Department of Water Resources. His experience includes AEM mapping and 
hydrogeologic conceptual model development, water policy analysis, strategic water resources 
planning, groundwater management plan development and program implementation, regional 
and project scale groundwater monitoring for quantity and quality, groundwater recharge & 
storage projects, and litigation support. Tim is a licensed professional geologist, certified 
engineering geologist, and certified hydrogeologist. Tim currently serves as a Director on the 
California Groundwater Coalition, International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) US 
National Chapter (USNC), and National Ground Water Association (for Scientists and 
Engineers). Tim is also actively involved with the Association of California Water Agencies 
Groundwater Committee activities and has served on the Public Advisory Committee and co-
chaired the Groundwater Caucus for preparation of the California State Water Plan. Tim served 
on the Organizing Committee for the IAH International Symposium on Managed Aquifer 
Recharge (ISMAR9) in Mexico City, and ISMAR7 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. He is 
principal writer on Call to Action - Sustainable Groundwater Management Policy Directives, 
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Mexico (ISMAR9, 2016), Sustainability from the Ground Up, Groundwater Management in 
California, a Framework (ACWA 2011), and co-authored the books Potential Groundwater 
Quality Impacts Resulting from Geologic Carbon Sequestration (WRF 2009), and California 
Groundwater Management (GRA 2005). He has been a member of the IAH since 2006 and 
currently serves as a Director on the IAH USNC Executive Committee and as the USNC 
American Geosciences Institute Liaison. 
 
Gary Robbins, Candidate for Vice Chairman 

Gary is a Professor of Geology in the Department of Natural 
Resources and the Environment at the University of Connecticut in 
Storrs, CT. Dr. Robbins obtained a Ph.D. at Texas A&M University 
in Geology specializing in Hydrogeology. He worked for the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, then became an Assistant 
Professor at Texas A&M. Subsequently he went to California and 
worked for Woodward-Clyde Consultants, an environmental 
consulting firm, while teaching as an adjunct at Cal. State Fullerton 
and U.C Riverside. Dr. Robbins is a Registered Geologist and 
Certified Engineering Geologist in California and Certified 
Professional Geologist with AIPG, and member of many scientific 
societies in his field. Dr. Robbins is well published and is the 2016-
2017 University of Connecticut Innovative Teaching Awardee. His 
current research focus is on deciphering fractured bedrock 

hydrogeology and has been conducting studies in the U.S. and Italy. He has served as his 
Department’s newsletter editor and webmaster for several years. He also serves on the Education 
Committee of the Environmental Professionals’ Organization of Connecticut and has served on 
the National Ground Water Association Awards Committee. In addition to academics, Dr. 
Robbins is the Manager of Ram’s Horn Educational, LLC that provides continuing education 
courses to environmental professionals and Manager of Robbins Consulting Services, LLC and 
conducts environmental consulting. Gary is currently a board member of the IAH U.S. National 
Chapter and has been the chapter Newsletter Editor.  
 
Vicki Kretsinger, Candidate for Secretary 

Vicki is the President and Senior Principal Hydrologist at 
Luhdorff & Scalmanini, Consulting Engineers and has more than 
30 years of experience in groundwater resource management with 
special emphasis on groundwater quality issues.  She is the 
Founding President of the Groundwater Resources Association of 
California (GRA) and a member of the Board of Directors from 
1992-2014; she now serves as Director Emeritus. In 2010, she 
organized the launch of GRA’s Contemporary Groundwater 
Issues Council. The Council consists of nearly three dozen local, 
state, national, and international distinguished executives and 

leaders who are providing their input on the most pressing information, education and 
programming needs to address California’s groundwater challenges. She has co-led six Annual 
Council Workshops. She served as a Board Member and Past Chair of the Association of Ground 
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Water Scientists and Engineers (AGWSE, Division of the National Ground Water Association 
(NGWA); 1998-2007). She served as NGWA’s Vice President (2004-2005) and National 
Ground Water Research and Educational Foundation (NGWREF) board member (2004-2005). 
She is a co-editor of a semi-annual themed column in NGWA’s Ground Water Journal. She co-
led the Groundwater Caucus for California Department of Water Resources Water Plan Update 
2013 and serves on the Practitioner Advisory Panel which is providing input to DWR on the 
implementation of the 2014 California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. Vicki has 
served on the IAH US National Chapter’s Board of Directors since 20008 (most recently as 
Treasurer).  She has been a member of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) 
since 1992 and currently serves as a Director and Secretary on the IAH US National Chapter 
Executive Committee. 
 
Adam Milewski, Candidate for Treasurer  

Adam is a Professor of Hydrogeology & Remote Sensing in 
the Department of Geology at the University of Georgia in 
Athens, GA. Dr. Milewski obtained a Ph.D. from Western 
Michigan University in Hydrogeology specializing in remote 
sensing and modeling. He began his professional career as 
the Principal Research Associate in the Earth Sciences and 
Remote Sensing Laboratory at Western Michigan University. 
During this time, he was also a groundwater modeling 
consultant.  Dr. Milewski is well published in the scientific 
literature and has received awards for teaching, research, and 
service. He received the Professor of the Year Award in 2013 
from the University of Georgia.  
 

 
Dr. Milewski is a physical hydrogeologist and remote sensing/geospatial scientist who uses 
multiple tools (e.g., field, remote sensing, UAVs, numerical and physical models, geophysics, 
isotope geochemistry) to address both fundamental research and applied science related to water 
resources on multiple scales (e.g., field to regional). More specifically, his research weaves four 
interconnected threads related to water resources: (1) understanding dryland processes and 
mechanisms (e.g., inland freshwater lenses, transmission losses, regional aquifer dynamics); (2) 
examines environmental change and hazards (e.g., harmful algal blooms, coastal impacts of sea 
level rise, sinkholes, floods); (3) analyzes the impacts and interplay of human and natural climate 
hydrologic systems; and (4) investigates current and past groundwater dynamics and processes 
(e.g., paleofloods, recharge timing). He has widespread experience in hydrogeology, remote 
sensing, GIS, and hydrologic modeling, and have been funded over the past decade by NASA, 
NSF, USAID, the State Department, the Department of Energy, USGS and the Saudi Geological 
Survey. He established the Water Resources and Remote Sensing Laboratory 
(http://wrrs.uga.edu) and is the co-founder and co-director of the ARCHES (Advancing 
Research & Capacity for Hydrologic Education and Science) program 
(http://arches.wrrs.uga.edu). He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the US Chapter of 
the International Association of Hydrogeologists, is Past-President of the US Early Career 
Hydrogeologists’ Network and serves as the Associate Editor of both Remote Sensing and Water. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwrrs.uga.edu%2f&c=E,1,4lAUv0JCEqoPLd9O8h4ff6lqub9AcKm9ib9UBs8MFXenZ5sh2i0kJMKq_Q_afRNSeePPZf3AOyqJhcuIijYh9cacSFaMM3m17ChfewhoMfCjeRt-o9XBBLTGTe4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2farches.wrrs.uga.edu%2f&c=E,1,EFc1aQ1d3pJ_kI07YFd_Kq4pJPq0IzEQO-K8AnWoAwzPe4VKYLpnrsf7DfpGJKy0X2f_x1_7sjD2np3VRCY3wgbUf-wYJrP2FOvOrZfdTg5d49laIZ7l_Sc,&typo=1
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Dr. Milewski is the President of Geospatial & Hydrologic Services, LLC which specializes in 
hydrologic modeling, UAVS, and geospatial consulting.  
 
Andy O’Reilly, Candidate for Director 

Andy is a Research Hydrologist with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, at the National 
Sedimentation Laboratory in Oxford, Mississippi. He obtained a Ph.D. 
in Civil Engineering, with a Water Resources specialty, from the 
University of Central Florida, and Master (Hydraulics/Hydrology) and 
Bachelor in Civil Engineering from Auburn University. Andy has over 
25 years of experience in the hydrologic sciences and geo-environmental 
engineering in the academic, private, and public sectors, including the 
U.S. Geological Survey and the Department of Geology & Geological 
Engineering at the University of Mississippi. His work encompasses 

physical and chemical geohydrology, focusing on groundwater sustainability in agroecosystems. 
Areas in which he conducts research to support sustainable aquifer management are vadose-zone 
and groundwater hydrology, contaminant transport and fate, data-driven and physics-based 
modeling, and engineering solutions including managed aquifer recharge and green 
infrastructure. Andy served two years as Vice-Chair of the Geography and Geology Division of 
the Mississippi Academy of Sciences and currently is an Associate Editor of the journal 
Groundwater. He has been a member of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) 
since 2000 and currently serves as a Director on the IAH U.S. National Chapter Executive 
Committee. 
 
Todd Halihan, Ph.D., P.G., Candidate for Director 

Dr. Halihan is an Associate Professor of Geology at Oklahoma 
State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, USA.  He is also the Vice-
President for Research and Development for Aestus, LLC. 
 
He joined Oklahoma State University in Fall 2000, after 
completing his Ph.D. in Geological Sciences at The University of 
Texas at Austin.  Todd earned his M.S. in Geology at the 
University of Missouri – Columbia after working as a field 
assistant and later director of For far Field Station on Andros 
Island, Bahamas.  Dr. Halihan received his B.A. in physics with 
honors at Monmouth College in Illinois.   
 
Dr. Halihan’s professional interests center in subsurface 

characterization and sustainable water supply.  He has been an associate editor for Ground Water 
and has served as the Secretary-Treasurer of the U.S. Chapter of the International Association of 
Hydrogeologists. Dr. Halihan's expertise includes developing methods for site characterization 
and monitoring of NAPL using Electrical Resistivity Imaging and developing methods to 
integrate various hydrogeophysical datasets. Dr. Halihan has geophysical experience including 
resistivity, electromagnetic methods, and ground penetrating radar.  His hydrogeological 
experience includes developing analytical models for fractured and karstic aquifers and well 
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testing techniques. Dr. Halihan has characterized numerous sites throughout the United States 
and abroad. 
 
 
 
Andrew Manning, Candidate for Director 

Andy is a Research Geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey in 
Denver, Colorado. Dr. Manning received his Ph.D. in 2002 from the 
University of Utah in Geology with a focus in Hydrogeology. Prior to 
pursuing his Ph.D., he worked for six years on groundwater 
contamination problems as an environmental consultant and with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. After receiving his Ph.D., he joined 
the USGS as a Mendenhall Postdoctoral Fellow in 2003 and has since 
worked on a broad spectrum of projects involving the application of 
environmental tracers to groundwater flow systems. Manning has 
published numerous journal manuscripts and reports primarily on 

topics related to mountain hydrogeology and noble gas geochemistry. His recent research has 
focused on applying tracer techniques and numerical modeling to better understand weathering 
processes in mineralized watersheds and the role of groundwater in the formation of mineral 
deposits. He has been an active member of GSA and AGU since 1998. Andy has most recently 
served as Treasurer of the USNC and has served as a member of the Board of Directors since 
2012. 
 
 
 
Rory Cowie, Candidate for Director 

Rory Cowie received his PhD from the University of Colorado and 
the Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research. Dr. Cowie’s 
professional interests are focused on the processes controlling 
hydrologic fluxes in mountain regions and across greater earth 
systems. Specifically, he works on understanding surface water 
and groundwater interactions in natural and human altered 
environments. Dr. Cowie is interested in both the development of 
remediation strategies to improve water quality in disturbed 
settings and understanding how changing climate will impact 
natural resource management practices across various spatial and 
temporal domains. Dr. Cowie is the owner of Alpine Water 
Resources LLC in Silverton, CO and is currently working with the 

US EPA, federal land agencies, and private stakeholders to remediate abandoned hard rock 
mines and address acid mine drainage issues in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado. Dr. Cowie 
has been a member of the International Association of Hydrogeologists since 2012 and currently 
serves as President of the US National Chapter Early Career Hydrogeologist’s Network.  
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Mark Higgins, Ph.D., Candidate for Director 
Mark is a Senior Technical Specialist in Hydrogeology at Haley & 
Aldrich, Inc. with over a decade of experience in contaminated site 
investigations. He obtained his Ph.D. in Geosciences with a focus in 
hydrogeology from the University of Connecticut, where he is also 
currently a Research Affiliate. Prior to pursuing his doctorate, Mark 
managed the East Coast field operations for Flexible Liner 
Underground Technologies (FLUTe™), where he applied his 
expertise in borehole flow characterization, data 
analysis/visualization, and the implementation of multi-level 
monitoring systems in fractured bedrock wells. His recent research 

covers a range of topics including arsenic, nitrate, and road salt mobility in the Northeast U.S, 
the use of bacteria as contaminant indicators, and the use of numerical models to improve 
groundwater sampling practices. Mark’s projects have also included the digitization of legacy 
well data and integration with modern GIS datasets for the State of Connecticut. He is an active 
member of IAH, GSA, NGWA, and the Environmental Professionals Organization of 
Connecticut (EPOC), where he regularly contributes technical presentations and professional 
workshops relating to his research, contaminated site characterization methods, and data 
management. Mark joined IAH in 2018, when he was the recipient of a USNC Graduate Student 
Sponsorship, and is honored to serve as your Newsletter Editor. 
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